Live From Fort Lauderdale: State Soccer Finals
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4:17 p.m.—FULL TIME—WHARTON 2, ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 1 
It’s over and what a wild finish in the final minute of play. The Raiders were all over Wharton’s goal and, with less than 30 seconds to go, Aquinas defender Ryan Thiel had a wide open goal to shoot at but his shot rolled inches wide of the far post. He laid down on the ground in disbelief. Wharton’s players are heading to the center of the field for the award ceremony. They deserved to win, but Aquinas could have easily sent this to overtime.

A great season for the Wildcats. The No. 4 seed in their district tournament two weeks ago and now they are the Class 5A state champs in their first-ever appearance here. Amazing. And it’s the school’s first team title in any sport. 

4:14 p.m.—75th minute 
We just had a wild few moments in front of the Wharton goal. A Raiders shot was cleared off the line by Matt Noble and the rebound was headed over the goal! 

4:09 p.m.—GOAL!!! Kevin Alexander, St. Thomas Aquinas—73rd minute 
WHARTON 2, ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 1 
We’ve got a match now. Sophomore forward Kevin Alexander ended the St. Thomas Aquinas scoring drought with a beautiful header from inside the 6-yard box. The ball was floated in perfectly by defender Mike Fernandez. The pressure is on Wharton now as the goal has energized the Raiders. 

4:06 p.m.—69th minute 
It’s still 2-0 and Wharton keeps coming close to scoring while St. Thomas keeps finding frustration. Joe Layton had another chance moments ago when he beat two defenders—both of whom were pulling on his jersey—to get a one-on-one with the keeper. This time, the St. Thomas goalie made the save. 
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3:52 p.m.—60th minute 
Just before the water break, Wharton was denied another goal because of an offsides call. This time, Joe Layton found Ryan Asare-Bediako running unmarked at the far post and crossed the ball to him. Asare-Bediako knocked it in to the opposite post but the linesman soon blew his whistle. 

3:44 p.m.—53rd minute 
Wharton nearly got goal No. 3 when Joe Layton knocked in a crossing pass from 10 yards out to the near post. Unfortunately for the Wildcats, the play was whistled offsides. 

3:40 p.m.—47th minute 
As expected, St. Thomas is pushing players forward in search of its first goal. And the Raiders nearly got it on a free kick by forward Kevin Alexander. He teed it up from the left side of the 18-yard box and sent a bender in across the goal mouth, but no one was there to put a toe on it and knock it in. 

3:35 p.m.—Halftime—Wharton 2, St. Thomas Aquinas 0 
Wharton holds a deserved 2-0 halftime lead. The Wildcats have clearly out-played Aquinas and have done it on both ends of the field. St. Thomas has had little in the way of chances and will have to find some sort of attack in the second half. The Raiders will no doubt need to send players forward in the second half in search of goals. That could also result in an easy counter-attack by the Wildcats and a third, decisive goal. Wharton also knows how to play defense and could easily decide to bunker this half. 

3:16 p.m.—GOAL!!! Joe Layton Wharton—35th minute 
WHARTON 2, ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 0 
Joe Layton just scored a fantastic goal and he did much of the work himself. After taking a pass on the right flank from Matt Montgomery, Layton blasted a shot at Aquinas goalie Kurt Levin. Levin made the save but the rebound went right back to Layton charging at goal. The rebound went to Layton’s head and he was able to nod it over the keeper and, after it grazed the crossbar, into the goal. 

Aquinas is simply stunned. Down two goals is not where the Raiders expected to be at this point. 

3:11 p.m.—31st minute 
Aquinas just got its best chance at scoring saved by Wharton keeper Scott Montgomery. Raiders forward Kevin Alexander broke free just outside the 18-yard box and hit a hard shot on goal but it went right to Montgomery. 

3 p.m.—20th minute 
We’re at the 20-minute water break and Wharton is looking strong. I’m not sure how many of us expected this because the St. Thomas athletic program is one of the strongest in the state. Since they are a private school, they can draw from all over South Florida. This is clearly a talented Raiders squad but right now, Wharton is once again rising to the challenge. 
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2:51 p.m.—13th minute—GOAL!!! Robert Sklaver, Wharton 
WHARTON 1, ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 0 
Wharton had already been mounting pressure on St. Thomas and they have just received a much-deserved goal from midfielder Robert Sklaver. A ball played into the box by Will hunt was misplayed by the Aquinas defense and the ball landed at the feet of Sklaver, about 16 yards from goal on the right. Sklaver slotted it perfectly to the far post for the goal, sending the Wharton crowd to its feet. Could Hillsborough County leave here with two state titles in the same day? 

2:45 p.m.—8th minute 
Wharton forward Joe Layton just had a shot saved by Aquinas keeper Kurt Levin. Layton was alone on the left side and was going far post. Levin had to make a good dive to save it. It’s clear Wharton can hang with the Raiders, who last year lost to eventual state champion Auburndale in double OT in the state semifinals. 

2:37 p.m. 
Starting lineups: 
Wharton: Ryan Asare-Bediako (F), Alex Bartholomew (D), Joe Layton (F), Andrew Meinsen (D), Matt Noble (D), Will Hunt (M), Julian Marulanda (M), Danny Layton (M), Robert Sklaver (M), Matt Montgomery (M), Scott Montgomery (GK). 
Aquinas : Joseph Scibelli (D), Mike Fernandez (D) Alec Warren (M), Adam Kraemer (D), Kevin Alexander (F), Ramin Rahemi (D), Chris Kraemer (M), Ryan Thiel (D), Joel Eriksson (M), Kurt Levin (GK). 
2:35 p.m.—WHARTON VS. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
CLASS BOYS 5A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER MATCH 
We’re about to get underway with the Wharton vs. St. Thomas Class 5A final. We’ll give you the starters in a moment… 

